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\ t-aint smell of feces rides ahead of the
morning breeze, washing up frorn the
riser that trickles past my apartrnent
and sullf ing the crisp air. llolrulrtic visiolls
' : - r!: i.dllt oisrlhot) percolatillg rvith tl.rc

- : .: :-:r.rrtlitlg pral'crs havc long been
- : j : T:rr .rrr.ill tlshirrg torvn of Taghazortt,

. - .. r'. trh \lorocc:rIt holiclaynr:rkers in

: .: -l :. :'t.rtrc to I rtttttlcv crelv ofttans-
' -. ..::-:rt:r.rt.rl.,'trtlsitt rvittttr.isttorrl:

: : : . ::t:i \\f,\tc ltliltlilgclllellt. l)itches
- -: : ::: :.r.i.t.lc:.r h.tpllrzrtrclcollcction

' -- :: -.. :r:.1 gl.t.i. ()lt sollte drtvs thcsc
'. : .:::... i'-:: rltt. rtlorttittg thcr"re bcitlg

: -- ::::': .: '--.ivcttqitlg gtlrts. T]le

hunqrv rogttcs lerret through everythillg, gulp-
ing down rvhatever ec'lible nrorscls thcy find.

They brrely flinch rvhen olre ofitltlutrtet-
able RVs th:rt ply thc coast fi'oln the bustlilig
port town of T:rngier, rvhich flenks the Str:rit

of Gibr:rltar up North to the descrt reqiotts oi
Dakhl.r, in thc still-disprtted atttrcxure of the

Western Srhrra, glides past. Kitchen-applirl)cc

rvhite, it glistens :rrtifrcially. The silvcr-haired

retirec bel.rind the wl.reel waves llo greetirlg altd

stares straight ahe:rd, tnilrd locttsed oll tlle lle\t
canrper p:trk whcre he'll lvedge ill betrl'cett a

srvarnr oftnobile hotues, all.jostling lor a position

closest to thc rblution blocks. There'll be bou'ls,

a ferv qanrcs ofbriclge, ancl ntaybe sonle bottlc's of

Frenclr Chrrdounay. A generatiolt ofpelrsiotlcr '
living it fl'ce alrd easy. Behind the I\V, :r crcattr

Merceclc's 2-10D, 197()s edition, luurbers alons.

cnqlrt in the jet strealtr and aching to pass. Ivlc.-

rocco's traclenr;rrk grand taxi has lour in the trr:.
nvo scpt:tshed in the passetruer seat, and the drr" .

nonch:rlantly tertding thc'rvheel. He's the t.tlrrll -

lerrnecl to watch out for: introcnous on the ou:-

side, but inrvlrdly a urorrl sociopath. SurFbo:rr':'

backpacks, arrd foreigli lccetrts ttrake his eves

ruroisten and his urouth salivate. His palnls ss. '

brrllets oIgrc.]se tltc ttlittttte ltc spott yotl otlt':i.
the airport or bus tert.ttinal. Tourists exist to l'.:

up his pension lund or pay lor the repairs orr :-:'

cab. A genial atterrlpt at an Arabic or Fretlch
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-rcctinq tlOcs rtothitlg to telllPer ltis ctlltrlitlg. Ht
r ill chrrqc vou tlrrcc tintcs thc qoirtg ntc: he

lill rrot fi'cl brrl .tbout it.

Frrrtlter .lol n tlrc strcct. rt bo.rrd lritlcrl SUV

:.llc: prtticrrtlr ortt.itle orre rtitlte sttricrttttps. lts

r!)()isrgs [rcne.rtlr .rn .i\\()rt]llcllt Ot-rllrJs. p01.

,rrts. krngbo.rrdr. .r)rl tlrru\tcr\. Thc guidc ls trp

,n tlte root. tving knot' irt rlte rtrrtPs. rrt.tkirtg

..ru ir',rll'1.rrr,. lt.l " ltitrt' -rt,lll) t)l l)rtrr)lr\
ringlc unccrt;t jnlr. Tlre r .lotr't kttorr cJcll ()tllcr
,,cll croLrglt to lo()k r()tllli)lt.rblc rtt. .lfcll t \tlrc
,bout thcir conrp.lr)r()rl\ .krll lelcl'. I lle t llcre

.rc-t ou-tlarrt-.utrl \ ]t.tr-.Lr r Lrrt-.lo rltl.lll-t.lIk
:rs rlrc'ttlv tlrictl up Like Ilri"r r''iri trlr' oi-tllc

:rorlcrn sttrfclttlll. rllere .lle ll(J iellr\ llere. NO

OII SO[llI DAYS I]ITSI PILIS ARt III FI.A]IIIIS,

BIJI T1|IS ]II|ORIIIIIO I]|IY'R[ BIIIIO PICI(ED

APARI BY A IRIBI OI SCAI|TIIGIIffi GOATS,

nccrl ro pttJl ()llt J (()lrrpf,ss or p()rt ()\'cr ttlitp\: \tlrl('l \ ,:\jj
notlrinqtorlouitltcrtttpingrrtrll.Thetist firoJ it.r'.- II.':: I

ot'srrrting: r'orlpressctl \.lc.iti()rr P.tr'k.tgcr lroretl :ll ,:

rntl r-cr.lr firr tlr,rre riitlr tlre..ttlt ro 1r.11 iirr ir. lJir: : :i :

u1t.it to er1,e.t: flri. r,'urt i' tlle tll.till'r.rr. Hr':-
llrr' r'r(r\\rl\ f()llJI!i.lf! .lllJ .lrl.fel. (r: l!.llll-l



i',X:'
;.1

AWITI.OtlllYFIOURT

tlll[]l0lJtsYilc]lR0iltctil,

AS II UIIAIIJARI OI IAC]|

OT]IIR'S HflSIIIICI.

tl.rc' by-products of surfploitation, it
lecks the g;rrish seediness that co:rts

sourervhere like Bali\ Kuta. The odtl
block of hash soes unnoticL.d. The
torvn nr;rintains its unhnrrie.d nrien
.rrrd tlke-nre-;rr-l-rrrrr rlispoririorr.

Tlre hur.n of the c:rnip tr:utspol'r
rnd the alvklvarcl buzz of its p:rs-

senrrers seglle to nr:rke way fbr ln
r.rltscttlir)q mrtlc. A qriltillq re\Pir,lro-
ry r:ilsp: the sor:nd of air bc.ing suckej
throL:glt corroded nrrs.rl p.t.s:r'1es. A
rvrllorvy tigrrrr. scrrttles irrro vies.
Glue tsoyt pithy t'yes nrove u'ithour
synchronicity, as if ur.rarvare of elclr
other's existence. The dissoci:rted
orbs pec'r oLrt ll'onr :r 'kull th.rr or cr .

indents at tl.lc' tenlples, like tlrc. skin :.

scljTlttsililot|til. Gtljt
BOY'S PITI|Y tYtS l|ll0t|I

bcing pulled inrvlrcl by ln ever-shrinkins brrin. A cmsted bubble ofqunk cakes his lefi uostr:.
ln his l.rands he cr;rdlc's il trrllsplrcnt plastic blervith a puddle of resin poolc.d at the bottonr. p:.-
lerc'cl ft'orn onc' of thc replir uuvs or boucht ii-orrr sourcone rvho cloesn't nrincl helpine hinr r,::
\\'ly to thc girnt solr.ent tlctorv in tht skv. The f-iencl says trothing, just strrcs. Grlys in l,crl:::
don't luvc dirhanrs to Lrec.

I ch:tngc coursc fbr thc sancl pilth bclo\\,the nrlin rorcl, nrrrinlv to l.oid Glue IJov. but.,..
to stav clcrr ofthc tr;rtflc. I treacl carcfirlly, clrtious oftlrc splintcrs oicrushcd Heinckcn [.e:: .

thrt distigurc the nrominr-t scene. It's an inconqrLroLrs intmsiorr. lslanric lore tbrbitls thc e ,r::-
sttulptiol) of :rlcohol, br.rt Morocco is rviclelv consiclt'rccl the nrost libr'rrrl of Isl:rnric natiorrr. i-
religion is ottrtripresetrt. The call tbr trtortrinq pr.rvers l,rrkcs you np crrlv rtt sultrisr.. Iteoplc j:
prostr:rte thetttselves five tinres deilv to givc' thrnks to All:rh. In solllc to\vlls _vou'll willk lllr,
lrotel or shop to fincl thc orvner kneeling ot) il prilver ntat, fbrehclcl plc.ssed to the floor. brr.i'
fhcilig torvlrcls Mcccl, tbldecl in supplication ;urcl cluietlv reciting his scriptrlrcs. The devolr:::-
is envirblc. It's the tvpc ofpicty th;rt nrrkes religious non-subscribers teel thcv rtrrry be :rri'.: -
sotnethitrg. Licluor, hos'evcr, is Irot boutrcl bv the srnre tbrtitr-rde. L)rink clnnot be'solcl or i
sutnecl in clilcct vies ofr nrosque. but it cloes line the sheh'es ofthe nr:rin snpernr:rrkets in :

ton'r.ts, itr this c:tse Ag:rclir. It crn rllso be fbr-urcl irr Ag:rclir's niglitclubs;rrrcl c;rsinos. uhcrt :

sucklc beck or) the ov!'rpriced s:rucc. Still, vor: clon't scc beers being slugged in public rrrr.i :.
bottle-tops scenr to pop bchintl closecl cloors.

Thc tl:rrttpled shrrcls of ghss blencl bettcr thrur the Errro girl irr thc tlvc-inch shorrs. r'. :

corllcs strtlttil)g tlowtr the Pilth. Hcr lithc, \'hite lces spill unsclti-onsciously ffonr thc scr.,:
.icnirn rrourttl hcr s'list-;r dirc itrfl-irtgenrent, considerirrg Islrrrrric clictunrs on pcrsorrri ::



t\'. Flruntillg;r prtir of hoochi!'-1)lrrl)'l ctrt-of ti in public

rc.rlh is puslring it. I{ight Itou'this v()ullg Etlro tlpstrrt

i' t.rlkirg porttttgrrtpll. ;rrld shc nrigllt jrr\t bc oblivious'

Eithcr tltrrt or sllc's ptlilltctllv rlislrlg tllc rlritldlt' flngcr to

rcliqiotrs cottvctttitltl rrttl prrtrirtrchrl ngitlin ' rtrqitlg thc

s oltcn to joitr hcr. c1;rrillg tllc tltctt ttl trv lrttti sttlp Ilcr'

\\ihrtcvcr hcr rcrsorls. slle tlc;cs llot go ttlll)oticccl l prss

rhc pirup qirl rrtd spv thc ttbicptitous collcction ofhrrccl

i.irs-chclp. irtlportcd borcs ti-orlt Kore:r altti roottlicr

,trlrns tl'onr Frrrcc-perchcd oll thc rortclsidc rbovt'thc

rcclirtg. srttttl-flccketl, scctltlii scctitlrl. L.ike solllc post-

nro.icrtr strtctttcttt lbotrt tllc cl.rsll oftllc rttlcicrtt rlttl thc

nr,r.lcttr. tlrc c;ttttcl tttltl wrlks p;rst. tlrcssccl it ;t dlcllalta'

:.lr l l i r r g h is cliscottsctl:ttc tlrotlrecllrv bch irlcl h irll "Tr si'

'1.,g1t..,r,.tt. Trrril" hc slttltlts. ;ts thc rtlittlrl Itlillcllcsslr'

-he rls its bottonr lip. No trkcrs this tltortriltg'
F.ir otr thc outsidc pcrtk. r plrutrc oiblrck tlcoprcrlc

:.,1'. crl.cctrlttlr'. l):tck rtrlitltrtls t\\ itchillg u irll rtclrcrtr-

::::. Tlrc ti'u ttlcsctlpic lcllscs glirltirlq irl thc:urllight
:-l :irrther prc\\tlrc. Clct thc slrot tirr thrt lrrrgrzirtc'

.:..,1r1i 1.t11. Frcc[ook p]gc. or sork-strickclr tr-icnd

- -,- :r,,:tle . (le t it rit rlll! co5t. Thc tluestiorr 'rriscs: Whr'

: :-:.- .,rir hcrc? Whv trripse prlst tllc qrtlrlirtgtluttlbcr

: :: rrr:r.rtt lrrccs. tllc ltttt-sclicr \\ irll his tnY oi
::. .::.i lrir errtllcss crlls oi"kck;r-u iiiiiiiiiiiict" thc

:-.,i1. .1,,e 'll t krok thrit hrrtl up. bcgging tilr

:.1 - . r.:-i lll.ll \ i.ht>ttlurlrpircrs, rtttl tllrtllt g ili (lv-
- : - :.::L'r.. \\'hv risk firllirlg olr voLlr rlss' slipping

I t l. itrrt,l'-"li'1"'i111' "r S( ttirli
: .-: ' tt:l'r rltcr tllr()\\'popcorll 'trttl llttlqll rt

1 II1I -"';-1.11-1'111 rtrltl trrlrrppctl c()'l\tlillc
' ' : : -i ' 'l:l:l ,'ilrerc. ertrlittg ltlltl t'tlrl ittg

. : j:: - :h lt r,'.t.i. tlrltl th'lt spot' slip: i : 
:".,' :l :'ll'.l,liliill,,,,, ,,,
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flqht thc crostis rttJ-[]l'. tllctl thcrc rrc \P'i::

.t trtltt r \,,rrtlr Atiii rrr .1r,r1' l'1i 11'i11- 1's11. 
-

t cli rtu rv ftrrtrt the linrclight? Becrttrsc it rt r

is thrt goocl r:tcl it's crsr'. thrt's u'hr" I drovr

th.rt s i;ttlirr{j stnllil of Ntlrtllri'cst Afl'icrrl

rsphrlt. Not ell oilt. but s()r)le . Ellorlgh to

krrO\ tlrrrt I ttcctl to rctttrn with tllv pld .tr:':

rrrr' 1-err r trcl sotttc It:lrcl-chlt-gi lr g f r-icllcls.

With corrclitiorrs rs thcl' *'t'rc-r tbrtrliglli
Itlr'illlc.r.rrr'lls tll rr t-rtluL.l lrtlrrtttl -{ rtr'

il)ctcrs. supcrclllrged bv pcnotls of 1 5 to '
scconds-l fiurrcl nothi:rg ctltltparrrble tr' ::

l.ou criitl chrrtt[rt'rs oiArtchot I)oitrt. Nirtr:

t() \\'rrrriu)t ttrissittq rttothcr b.rrrcl ttst: rlo::

to trrkc lttc tLlrll :r bllrlcl-e) c ;rtlt1 hertl tt' :

hirrtcrlrurds irt tlre ttrtrtc of soul. (lnrltc.i
clitin't go to Safl. thc lll.l{rrlLllll ilptls. l'cr1: :

I n,rrsn't lookitrg irt the- rlght placcs. Mri:'.
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bccrusc cvervonc I rrskct{ tolti tnc rr clit-fi..rcrrt Ilrrtlte lor erch spot, I got e littlc conlusctl. It ' :

I Moroccr'rn locrl. or Yctenrt visitor tirrrr rnotircr clintc. is cottYulsitlg rl ith slrtttq lluqhtc:

rtr slrc rcriis this rrticlc. Mrvbc l'rll tllc rlrtc l.rttgllirlg? It'sjust llot Fcrllli\\iblc to lllclltiorl :-

\[]ots il intcrl)ttiorlrl suritllltgs
Wltrtcvcr thc crsc. I crrntc lrornc u ith rttv itn rr 54lrlrrq-/r't-rrrMrri-i r)lolllollts ctchctl illt'

celluloitl oilortq tcrtlt Illcll)()r\. I uoll r firrgct thc brightlv pritttctl cloors' thc crlcllcss 1':'
sq cct ltint ter. ctr thc t()()thlcs\ grin oithc rltrtrkct scllcr t Io plicd lltc s itll Hrrrlrirlg reJ -

lics. I still feel b:rtl about not tlipiring 't ti'n tlirh'trtrs to thc u rinklctl olci tlrrtrl rl ith the clr:

*,h. lrt,splrg,lcd lrkc r tlyirrg cr.rtr oltsitlc tlrc Sotrk irt Agrdir. TIlr'rlrrritivc oirr prcltt'i-

tl-icntl. ri'ho qrvc;l hcrrttclt rctrclitiort oithc pliqilt of his gnntlhthcr $htl cr:tlc iirtlt llt

lrgc in tltc,rr,r,,rrt.i,r, to Lrolclll trght rgrirlst thc Frcrlcil crrlrrtti.tl Irl\.r\l()ll.'i.l\t l)lt.lll rr: -

irr-to,r sorlcl I doubt I'llcr.cr tirlh untlcrstrurrl. All tht'sc still-ti'rlrrcs cotttbitlc itl rrtl irret:-

ilontullc, Iut nltrt I'll rcrrrcntbcr 11to:t i\ slippillC itlro the clcrfi'rrilrg siicrlcc oi;t Ntlrr]l- -

brrrcl rtr.l chcckirlg tltv pnlsc t<; ttl.tkc stlrc I s rts strll rrlivc. 4
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